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June 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

all of us, which is Iran. And as you said,
President, indeed we talked all about this.

From a personal point of view, I can
only say that I admire your friendship and
your commitment and your emotions, as
they were expressed in such a powerful
manner in your visit to the State of Israel.

President Bush. Thank you.
Prime Minister Olmert. And they loved

you and Laura very much. And part of my

mission is to make you feel this way. Thank
you very much.

President Bush. Thank you very much.
Prime Minister Olmert. Thank you.
President Bush. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Aliza Olmert, wife
of Prime Minister Olmert.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Bulgaria-United States Taxation
Convention
June 4, 2008

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice

and consent to ratification, the Convention
Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government of
the Republic of Bulgaria for the Avoidance
of Double Taxation and the Prevention of
Fiscal Evasion With Respect to Taxes on
Income, with accompanying Protocol,
signed at Washington on February 23, 2007
(the ‘‘Proposed Treaty’’), as well as the Pro-
tocol Amending the Convention Between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the Re-
public of Bulgaria for the Avoidance of
Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fis-
cal Evasion With Respect to Taxes on In-
come, signed at Sofia on February 26, 2008
(the ‘‘Proposed Protocol of Amendment’’).
The Proposed Treaty and Proposed Pro-
tocol of Amendment are consistent with
U.S. tax treaty policy. Also transmitted for
the information of the Senate is the report
of the Department of State with respect

to the Proposed Treaty and Proposed Pro-
tocol of Amendment.

The Proposed Treaty generally reduces
the withholding tax on cross-border divi-
dend, interest, and royalty payments. Im-
portantly, the Proposed Treaty generally
eliminates withholding tax on cross-border
dividend payments to pension funds and
cross-border interest payments made to fi-
nancial institutions. The Proposed Treaty
also contains provisions, consistent with
current U.S. tax treaty policy, that are de-
signed to prevent so-called treaty shopping.
The Proposed Protocol of Amendment fur-
ther strengthens these treaty shopping pro-
visions.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Proposed
Treaty and give its advice and consent to
ratification to both the Proposed Treaty and
the Proposed Protocol of Amendment.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
June 4, 2008.
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Remarks at a Groundbreaking Ceremony for the United States Institute of
Peace
June 5, 2008

Thank you all. Please be seated. Mr. Sec-
retary, thank you for your kind introduc-
tion. And thank you for inviting me to join
you to break ground for the United States
Institute of Peace’s new home. I’m really
pleased to be here. I appreciate what you
do to resolve conflict and support new de-
mocracies and to build peace by promoting
effective diplomacy. And speaking about ef-
fective diplomacy, it seems like you used
some to get this special piece of land. I
congratulate you on picking a wonderful
site.

I thank Robin West, the Chairman; Dick
Solomon, the President. Members of the
Board of Directors, thank you for being
here. I’m so pleased to be with the Sec-
retary of State, Condoleezza Rice, and
some of her predecessors. Thank you for
being here. I appreciate Admiral Mullen
joining us. I want to thank members of
my administration for coming. Madam
Speaker, you grace us with your presence.
Thank you for coming. I also want to pay
homage to Ted Stevens for helping to se-
cure the funding for this important site,
as well as Members of the United States
Senate who have joined him here and
Members of the House. I appreciate Rev-
erend Lovett, Father Hesburgh, members
of the diplomatic corps, ladies and gentle-
men.

The Institute of Peace was founded in
1984. It was during the last great ideolog-
ical struggle of the 20th century. This was
the struggle against Soviet communism, a
struggle that was eventually won by free-
dom because of peace through strength and
because of the help of the Institute of
Peace.

We’re in a different struggle today, but
we’re in an ideological struggle against vio-
lent extremism. The U.S. Institute of Peace
is playing an important role, and I thank

you for that. In Afghanistan, you’re helping
a young democracy establish the rule of
law and strengthen public education and
build a civil society. In Iraq, you’re helping
the nation overcome the legacy of decades
of tyranny by strengthening government in-
stitutions and promoting peaceful engage-
ment. And although the struggle against
violent extremism is in its early years,
there’s no doubt in my mind, freedom will
again prevail, and your help is going to
be important.

In this struggle, we’re guided by a clear
principle: Freedom is universal. We believe
that freedom is the birthright of every man,
woman, and child. Free societies are peace-
ful societies. Freedom helps supplant the
conditions of hopelessness that extremists
exploit to recruit terrorists and suicide
bombers. People who live in liberty are less
likely to turn to ideologies of hatred and
fear. And that is why the United States
is leading and must continue to lead the
cause of freedom for the sake of peace.

September the 11th, we saw how the
lack of freedom in other lands can bring
death and destruction to our own land. Our
most solemn obligation is to protect the
American people. That is why we’re pur-
suing and bringing to justice terrorists.
We’re fighting them overseas so we don’t
have to face them here in the United States
of America.

But the effort requires more. It requires
using the power of liberty to marginalize
extremists. And the best way to do so is
to use our national resources to strengthen
the institutions of freedom. That’s what I
want to talk to you about today, briefly,
you’ll be pleased to hear.

Institutions, of course, include a demo-
cratic system of government, a vibrant free
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